43O  MAIN PROBLEMS IN WORLD LITERATURE

disappear: "art conceals art." To have style is a virtuej to be
a stylist is a fault.

3. Beyond all purposes, art is a protest against death, and
the reassertion of the unique. This art does not serve. At most,
it acts as a warning and a check: whatever is ugly cannot be
right.

In its affirmation of life, art is akin to love and to mystic
communion5 but this experience is ineffable: "The sole lan-
guage of the mystic is silence." Yet art is communication. The
artist cannot manifest himself to us, and even to himself, with-
out abandoning his ivory tower. But the ivory tower remains
his true home. The artist thus points the way to the art that
transcends communication, art for art's sake.